
Year Group Curriculum Half Termly Overviews  

Year 1 – Autumn 1               Topic Title:  My School and Me 
 

The Hook      
 

Who am I? Teacher has a box of items that introduces themselves to class. Children explore this like a treasure chest.  

Children will create their own version of this throughout the term. 

 National Curriculum Learning 

Objective 

Key Knowledge Key Skills Taught 

Vocabulary 

Outdoor 

learning 

opportunities 

(experience 

beyond the 

classroom) 

Visit or 

visitor 

Key text 

Literacy READING: 
Apply phonic knowledge and skills to 
decode words. 
Explore familiar and unfamiliar rhymes 
and stories and link what they hear or 
read to their own experiences.  
Explain their understanding of what they 
are reading and/or is being read to them.  
Discuss the sequence of events in books 
and how items of information are related.  
Discuss favourite words and phrases. 
Predict what might happen on the basis 
of what has been read. 
Draw inferences on the basis of what is 
being said and done.  
Participate in discussion about what is 
read, taking turns and listening to others 
and express views about reading. 
 
WRITING: 
Write sentences by composing a sentence 
orally before writing it. Sequence 
sentences to form short narratives. 
Write for different purposes including 
about fictional personal experiences, 
poetry, non-fiction and real events. 
Re-read their work to check it makes 
sense. 
Use new and familiar punctuation 
correctly. 

Narrative – 5 part story structure 
 
Character description 
 
Simple recounts 
 
Phonics - phases 3 and 4 
 
Punctuation – capital letter, full-
stop, finger spaces, exclamation 
mark. 
 
Joining words and clauses with 
“and” 
 
Poetry – rhyme, rhythm, simple list 
poems 
 

Retell 
familiar 
stories. 
 
Apply 
phonics in 
both reading 
and writing.  
 
Understand 
and use 5-
part story 
structure. 
 
Form letters 
using cursive 
script. 

 

Letter, word, 
sentence,  
noun, verb, 
adjective, 
connective, 
 
Story language 
– Once/Once 
upon a time 
One day 
Unfortunately 
Suddenly 
Luckily 
Finally… 
 
Beginning, 
middle and end,  
build-up 
problem and 
resolution (in 
relation to 
stories) 
 
character, 
setting, plot, 
story map 
 
poem/ poetry, 
rhyme, rhythm 

Use outside area 
and playground for 
developing story 
telling/ story 
journeys, settings 
etc 

 Traditional 
Tales – 
Three little 
pigs, Little 
Red Riding 
Hood, The 
Gingerbread 
man 
 
“If all the 
world 
were…” by 
Joseph 
Coelho 
 



History Develop an awareness and curiosity 
about the past  
Develop a sense of chronology by 
focussing on events within living 
memory, learning about what life was 
like when their grandparents were 
children.  

 

CHANGES WITHIN LIVING 
MEMORY: 
Know where people and events fit 
within a chronological framework.  
Identify similarities and differences 
between ways of life. 
Understand some of the ways that 
we can find out about the past. 
 
 

Place events 
on a 
timeline. 
Ask simple 
questions 
about the 
past. 
Use common 
words and 
phrases 
relating to 
the passing 
of time. 

Past, timeline, 
history, date, 
year, decade, 
century, before, 
after, evidence, 
recent 

Explore local area 
for signs of the 
past e.g. to 
compare older 
buildings with 
newer ones.   

Visit from 
an elderly 
person – 
ask 
questions 
about their 
childhood. 

 

Geography Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the UK and its countries, as well 
as, continents and oceans studies at this 
key stage. 
 
Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical features; 
devise a simple map; use and construct 
basic symbols in a key. 
 
Use simple directional language to 
describe the location of features and 
routes on a map.  

 
Use simple fieldwork and observational 
skills to study the geography of their 
school and its grounds and the key 
human and physical features of its 
surroundings environment.  
 
 
Computing link – use Digimaps and other 
on-line mapping apps. 

SPATIAL SENSE (WORKING WITH 
MAPS, GLOBES AND OTHER 
GEOGRAPHICAL TOOLS) Teachers 
foster children’s geographical 
awareness through regular work 
with maps and globes. Students 
regularly locate themselves on 
maps and globes in relation to the 
places they are studying.  
Use a simple map of a locality 
(such as classroom, home, school 
grounds or ‘treasure hunt’).  
  
THE CLASSROOM/SCHOOL 

ENVIRONMENT  
Understand the concept of an aerial 
perspective. For example, draw 
objects from the side and above 
and discuss the differences. Draw 
plans (aerial views) of objects 
arranged on a desk or the 
classroom floor, beginning with 
looking down on the objects from 
above.  
Use a plan of the classroom, 
constructed with a basic key, to 
locate and retrieve objects (pupils 
could design this plan together with 
their teacher).  
Use the plan to describe where 
things are located in the classroom 
in relation to other objects using 
terms like ‘next to’, ‘far from’, 
‘behind’, ‘under’, etc.  
Give directions (left, right, 
forwards, backwards) including 
distance (number of steps) to find 
objects located around the school.   

Read and 
create 
simple maps 
and plans 
 
Recognise 
landmarks in 
their local 
area. 
 
Distinguish 
between 
physical and 
human 

(man-made) 
features. 
 
Describe 
places using 
geographical 
vocabulary. 

Positional and 
directional 
language  
 
map, plan, 
atlas, area, 
place, location, 
landmark, 
landscape, 
environment, 
geography, 
navigate, 
compass, north, 
south, east, 

west, view, 
bird’s eye view, 
aerial view,  
perspective, 
distance, 
direction,  

School outside 
environment – 
mapping 
playground. 
 
Walk around local 
area. 
 
Position and 
direction games 

Walk 
around 
local area. 
Include 
visit to 
green 
space/ 
park. 

“If all the 
world 
were…” by 
Joseph 
Coelho 
 
 



Be able to read a simplified map of 
the school. Understand the spatial 
layout of the school: buildings, 
playground, field, entrance, etc.   
Discuss where things are in relation 
to each other. 

Science Pupils should be taught to: 
 
Identify and name a variety of common 
wild and garden plants, including 
deciduous and evergreen 
 
Identify and describe the basic structure 
of a variety of common flowering plants, 
including trees 
 
Identify, name, draw and label the basic 
parts of the human body and say which 
part of the body is associated with each 
sense 
 
Observe changes across the four seasons 
Observe and describe weather associated 
with the seasons and how day length 
varies 
 
 

 
Geography link: identify seasonal and 
daily weather patterns in the UK. 

PLANTS AND PLANT GROWTH: 
Autumn 
- Understand what plants need to 
grow: sufficient warmth, light and 
water. 
 - Recognise basic parts of plants: 
seeds, roots, stems, branches and 
leaves.  
 - Know that there are two kinds of 
plants: deciduous and evergreen. 
 - Become aware of key aspects of 
farming. 1. How some food comes 
from farms as crops. 2. How crops 
are harvested, kept fresh, 
packaged and transported for 
people to buy and consume 
 
THE HUMAN BODY AND THE FIVE 
SENSES  
Identify the five senses and 
associated body parts: Sight: eyes 

/ Hearing: ears/ Smell: nose 
/Taste: tongue /Touch: skin  
Understand the importance of 
taking care of your body: exercise, 
cleanliness, healthy foods and rest. 
 
SEASONS AND WEATHER  
Identify the four seasons and 
describe characteristic local 
weather patterns during the 
different seasons.  
Recognise the importance of the 
sun as a source of light and 
warmth. Understand daily weather 
changes. Temperature: 
thermometers are used to measure 
temperature. Clouds: rainfall comes 
from clouds. Rainfall: how the 
condition of the ground varies with 
rainfall; rainbows. Thunderstorms: 
lightning, thunder, hail, safety 
during thunderstorms. 

Ask simple 
questions. 
 
Observe 
closely using 
simple 
equipment. 
 
Use these 
observations 
to suggest 
answers to 
questions. 
 
Identify and 
classify. 
 
Gather and 
record data 
to help 
answer 

questions. 
 
Perform 
simple tests. 
 
 

Plant, soil, 
compost, flower, 
stem, roots, 
branches, 
leaves, 
deciduous, 
evergreen, 
harvest, fruit, 
seed, crops, 
wheat, corn, 
rice, nuts. 
 
 
 
 
Names of body 
parts, 
health/healthy 
eating, exercise, 
movement, 
fitness,  

Senses, sight, 
hearing, smell, 
taste, touch 
 
 
Autumn, 
season, month, 
year, weather, 
temperature, 
cold, warm, 
rain, rainfall, 
wind, 
windspeed, 
thunder, clouds, 
lightning, hail, 
thermometer, 
measure  

Use school grounds 
– observe plants 
closely, signs of 
Autumn, collect 
seeds, weather 
investigations. 
 
Explore outside 
environment with 
our different 
senses – linking all 
three aspects – 
plants, seasonal 
changes and 
human body. 
 
Start planting 
items that will 
grow through the 
autumn and 
winter. 

 
 

Walk 
around 
local area – 
signs of 
autumn, 
senses. 
 
 

“Out and 
About 
throughout 
the year” 
Shirley 
Hughes 



PSHE  HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
• good and not so good feelings, a 
vocabulary to describe their 
feelings to others and simple 
strategies for managing feelings 
(H4) 
• people who look after them, their 
family networks, who to go to if 
they are worried and how to attract 
their attention, ways that pupils 
can help these people to look after 
them (H13) 
• the ways that pupils can help the 
people who look after them to more 
easily protect them (H14) 
•to recognise that they share a 
responsibility for keeping 
themselves and others safe, when 
to say, ‘yes’, ‘no’, ‘I’ll ask’ and ‘I’ll 
tell’ (H15) 

H4 - Self-
regulation 
(including 
promotion of 
positive, 
growth 
mindset and 
managing 
strong 
emotions 
and 
impulses) 
 
H13,14,15 - 
Resilience 
(including 
self-
motivation, 
perseverance 
and 
adaptability) 
Strategies 
for 
identifying 
and 
accessing 
appropriate 
help and 
support 
 

H4 – Feelings,  
managing 
feelings 
 
H13, 14, 15 – 
asking for help 
 
 

  “Beegu” by 
Alex 
Deacon 
 
 
“If all the 
world 
were…” by 
Joseph 
Coelho 
 

RE CHRISTIANITY: 
To understand that people sometimes 
use pictures and images to convey 
meaning. 
To understand that Christians believe 
that God loves them and all people. 
To express their own thoughts and ideas 
about what God might be like. 
 
HARVEST: 
To understand that Harvest is a time 
when people say thank you. 
To understand that people with different 
cultures and different beliefs give thanks 
for Harvest and share what they have 
To understand that we are part of a wider 
global community and have a 
responisbilty to care for our world. 

WHAT DO CHRISTIANS BELIEVE 
GOD IS LIKE?  
- Recall some images that illustrate 
what God is like. 
- Talk about key Christian beliefs 
about what God is like. 
- Describe and suggest meanings 
why images are used. 
 
WHY IS HARVEST A WORLDWIDE 
CELEBRATION?  
- The food we eat comes from 
different places around the world. 
- Some people like to say thank 
you to God for the harvest by 
having a festival. 
- The important elements of 
Harvest are gratitude and sharing. 
- Identify occasions when they 
would say thank you and give 
reasons why. 

Sensitively 
share their 
own beliefs 
and ideas. 
 
 
 
 
 
Make 
comparisons 
between 
different 
celebrations. 
 
Identify 
ways that 
what we do 
has an effect 
on others 

God, image, 
belief, 
Christianity/ 
Christians 
 
 
 
 
 
Harvest, 
celebration, 
festival, 
compare, 
similar/similarity 
different, 
country, culture, 
community 

Harvest – link to 
science/plants -  
Harvesting any 
crops grown from 
previous school 
year. 
 

  



Art & DT ART: 
To develop a wide range of art and 
design techniques, including colour, 
pattern, texture, line, shape, form and 
space. 
 
Pupils should be taught about the work of 
a range of artists, craft makers and 
designers, describing the differences and 
similarities between different practices 
and disciplines, and making links to their 
own work.  
 
 
DT: 
Select from a range of tools and 
equipment to perform practical tasks 
 
Design a functional and appealing 
product based on a design criteria. 
 
Select from a range of ingredients to 
create their design. 

 

ELEMENTS OF ART:  
COLOUR Observe how colours can 
create different feelings and how 
certain colours can seem ‘warm’ 
(red, orange, yellow) or ‘cool’ 
(blue, green, grey). Identify and 
describe the use of colour—thinking 
about how it sets the scene, 
creates an atmosphere or feeling 
Art/paintings include: Pieter 
Bruegel, The Hunters in the Snow, 
1565  
David Hockney, A Bigger Splash, 
1967  
Henri Rousseau, Surprised! A Tiger 
in a Tropical Storm, 1891 
Vincent van Gogh, Sunflowers,1888  
 
LINE Identify and use different 
lines: straight, zigzag, curved, 
wavy, thick, thin.  
Observe and describe different 
kinds of lines in: Rembrandt van 
Rijn, Saskia in a Straw Hat, 1633  
Pierre Bonnard,  
Joan Miró, Painting (Peinture), 
1925  
 
DT – COOKING  

Evaluate different types of bread – 
compare/contrast look, smell, 
texture and taste of breads. 

Understand how they can mix 
ingredients together to make 

something - Make gingerbread men 
– link to science (senses) and 
literacy (traditional tales) 

Design decorations on gingerbread 
man, thinking which ingredients/ 
edible materials to use to make it 
appealing. 

 

Produce 
creative 
work, 
exploring 
their ideas. 
 
Know how to 
colours to 
create other 
colours, 
shades and 
tones. 
 
Use different 
types of lines 
effectively to 
convey their 
ideas.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Give reasons 
why they 
like, or don’t 
like a texture 

or taste. 
 
Knead and 
mix 
ingredients 
 
Weigh and 
measure 
(maths link) 
 
 

Art, artist, 
perspective, 
colour, colour-
mixing, shade, 
warm, cold, 
setting, scene, 
mood, 
atmosphere,  
 
Line, style, 
thick, thin, 
curved, wavy, 
straight, zigzag 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Compare, 
contrast, 
texture, taste,  
 

Outdoor art – in 
playground. 
Large scale – roll of 
paper and paint, 
chalk lines etc 
Natural art – using 
objects found in 
environment/ fallen 
leaves, twigs, 
seeds etc 

Use “take 
one 
picture” 
online 
resources 
from 
National 
Gallery 
 
 
 
 

 

The end product      
 

Create and display our own “gallery” of ourselves – portraits/ourselves, model of school community, map of area etc – 

invite parents. 
 



 

 
Year Group Curriculum Half Termly Overviews  

Year 1 – Autumn 2               Topic Title: An Island Home 
The Hook     Create an “island” in the playground.  

 
 National Curriculum Learning 

Objective 

Key Knowledge Key Skills Taught 

Vocabulary 

Outdoor learning 
opportunities 
(experience 
beyond the 
classroom) 

Visit or 
visitor 

Key text 

Literacy READING: 
Apply phonic knowledge and skills to 
decode words. 
Explore familiar and unfamiliar rhymes 
and stories and link what they hear or 
read to their own experiences.  
Explain their understanding of what they 
are reading and/or is being read to them.  
Discuss the sequence of events in books 
and how items of information are related.  
Discuss favourite words and phrases. 
Predict what might happen on the basis of 
what has been read. 
Draw inferences on the basis of what is 
being said and done.  
Participate in discussion about what is 
read, taking turns and listening to others 
and express views about reading. 
 
WRITING: 
Write sentences by composing a sentence 
orally before writing it. Sequence 
sentences to form short narratives. 
Write for different purposes including 
about fictional personal experiences, 
poetry, non-fiction and real events. 
Re-read their work to check it makes 
sense. 
Use new and familiar punctuation 
correctly. 

Narrative – 5 part story structure 
 
Character description 
 
Phonics - phases 3, 4 and 5 
 
Punctuation – capital letter, full-
stop, finger spaces, exclamation 
mark, question mark. 
 
Joining words and clauses with 
“and” and “because” 
 
Poetry – rhyme, rhythm, simple 
list poems 
 
Instructions 
 
Using time connectives 

Retell familiar 
stories. 
 
Apply phonics 
in both 
reading and 
writing.  
 
Understand 
and use 5-
part story 
structure. 
 
Write in the 
role of a 
character. 
 
Write a letter 
 
Write a simple 
set of 
instructions. 
 
Form letters 
using cursive 
script. 
 
Perform a 
poem in a 
group. 

Letter, word, 
sentence,  
noun, verb, 
adjective, 
connective, 
 
Story language 
– Once/Once 
upon a time 
One day 
Unfortunately 
Suddenly 
Luckily 
Finally… 
 
Beginning, 
middle and end,  
build-up 
problem and 
resolution (in 
relation to 
stories) 
 
character, 
setting, plot, 
story map 
 
poem/ poetry, 
rhyme, rhythm 

Use outside area 
and playground 
for developing 
story telling/ 
story journeys, 
settings etc 

Pied Piper 
Theatre 
company 

Traditional 
tales: Jack 
and the 
Beanstalk. 
The Jolly 
Postman 
(Letter 
writing) 
 
How to catch 
Santa by 
Reagan and 
Wildish 
(Instructions) 
 
Reading: 
Room on the 
Broom, 
The Gruffalo 
and The 
Gruffalo’s 
Child - all by 
Julia 
Donaldson 
 
Poetry: 
“Poems to 
perform” by 
Julia 
Donaldson  

History Develop an awareness and curiosity about 
the past  
Find out about the past using secondary 
sources (art/paintings) 

Identify similarities and differences 
between their own lives and how 
things were in the past. 
Understand some of the ways that 
we can find out about the past. 

Use art/ 
paintings to 
find out about 
the past. 

Past, evidence, 
before, after, 
date, century, 
compare, 
contrast 

   



Geography Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the UK and its countries, as well 
as, continents and oceans studies at this 
key stage. 
 
Name, locate and identify characteristics 
of the four countries of the UK.  
 
Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through studying the human 
and physical geography of a small area of 
the UK.  
 
 
 
Computing link – use bee-bots to 
navigate around map of UK. 
Use digimaps and online mapping to 
locate places and identify features 

Use a map of the UK.   
Name and locate the continent, 
country and county in which you 
live.   
Name and locate England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland.    
Understand important features of 
the UK.  
Identify and describe some 
geographical differences between 
England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland.  
Identify the Union flag and the 
component parts. 
 
ISLANDS 
Understand an island as a body of 
land surrounded by water.  
Use examples to understand that 
islands can be very big or very 
small. For example: Ireland is a 
large island, whereas the Isle of 
Wight is a smaller island 

Read and 
create simple 
maps and 
plans, 
creating their 
own symbols. 
 
Use digital 
and online 
mapping. 
 
Recognise 
landmarks in 
the UK. 
 
Distinguish 
between 
physical and 
human (man-
made) 
features. 
 
Describe 
places using 
geographical 
vocabulary. 

map, plan, 
atlas, area, 
place, British, 
Britain, UK, 
continent, 
country, county, 
town, 
countryside, 
physical feature, 
human feature, 
man-made, 
landmark, 
landscape, 
environment, 
geography, 
island, 
surrounded, 
water, sea, 
coast, location, 
navigate, 
compass, north, 
south, east, 
west, view, 
bird’s eye view, 
aerial view,  
perspective, 
distance, 
direction 

Create an island 
in the 
playground. 
 
Compass 
directions games 
 
 
 

 Katie Morag 
stories by 
Mairi 
Hedderwick 

Science Pupils should be taught to: 
 
Identify and name a variety of common 
wild and garden plants, including 
deciduous and evergreen 
 
Identify and describe the basic structure 
of a variety of common flowering plants, 
including trees 
 
 
Observe changes across the four seasons 
Observe and describe weather associated 
with the seasons and how day length 
varies 

PLANTS AND PLANT GROWTH: 
Autumn to winter 
- Understand what plants need to 
grow: sufficient warmth, light and 
water. 
 - Know that there are two kinds of 
plants: deciduous and evergreen. 
 - Understand what happens to 
some trees and plants as the 
seasons change. 
 
SEASONS AND WEATHER 
Teachers: 
Identify the four seasons.  
Be able to describe characteristic 
local weather patterns during the 
different seasons.  
Recognise the importance of the 
sun as a source of light and 
warmth.  
Understand how the amount of 
daylight we get in the UK changes 
with the seasons. 

 Plant, soil, 
compost, flower, 
stem, roots, 
branches, 
leaves, 
deciduous, 
evergreen, 
harvest, fruit, 
seed, crops, 
wheat, corn, 
rice, nuts 
 
 
 
Autumn, winter 
season, month, 
year, night, day, 
morning, dawn, 
evening, dusk, 
daylight, day 
length, weather, 
temperature, 
cold, warm, 

Observe changes 
to plants around 
the school 
grounds. Link 
this to seasons.  
Start to prepare 
pots/raised beds 
for spring 
growth. 
 
Weather 
investigation – 
autumn/winter. 
Set up a weather 
station in school 
grounds 

  



Understand daily weather changes.  
Temperature: thermometers are 
used to measure temperature. 
Clouds: rainfall comes from clouds. 
Rainfall: how the condition of the 
ground varies with rainfall; 
rainbows. Thunderstorms: 
lightning, thunder, hail, safety 
during  
Thunderstorms. Snow: snowflakes, 
blizzards 
 

freezing, ice/icy, 
fog, rain, 
rainfall, wind, 
windspeed, 
thunder, clouds, 
lightning, hail, 
snow, slush, 
thermometer, 
measure, 

PSHE  HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
• good and not so good feelings, a 
vocabulary to describe their 
feelings to others and simple 
strategies for managing feelings 
(H4) 
• people who look after them, their 
family networks, who to go to if 
they are worried and how to 
attract their attention, ways that 
pupils can help these people to 
look after them (H13) 
• the ways that pupils can help the 
people who look after them to 
more easily protect them (H14) 

•to recognise that they share a 
responsibility for keeping 
themselves and others safe, when 
to say, ‘yes’, ‘no’, ‘I’ll ask’ and ‘I’ll 
tell’ (H15) 

H4 – Self-
regulation 
(including 
promotion of 
positive, 
growth 
mindset and 
managing 
strong 
emotions and 
impulses) 
 
H13,14,15 – 
Resilience 
(including 

self-
motivation, 
perseverance 
and 
adaptability) 
Strategies for 
identifying 
and accessing 
appropriate 
help and 
support 

H4 – Feelings,  
managing 
feelings 
 
H13, 14, 15 – 
asking for help 

 

Road safety 
activities in 
playground 

  

RE CHRISTIANITY: 
To understand that Christians call Jesus 
the “Son of God”. 
To understand that Christians believe that 
Jesus is both human and devine. 
To know the main events of Jesus’ life, 
that he performed miracles. 
To understand that many people followed 
Jesus and still do now. 
 
CHRISTMAS (Christianity unit): 
To understand that Christmas is linked to 
the account of the birth of Jesus 

WHO IS JESUS?  
- Realise that Jesus is a special 
person to Christians. 
- Retell key events from Jesus’ life. 
- Identify which events show Jesus 
is like God (devine). 
- Recognise that Jesus’ miracles 
raise puzzling questions. 
 
WHY IS CHRISTMAS IMPORTANT 
TO CHRISTIANS?  
- Retell the main events of the 
story using religious vocabulary 

Talk about 
experiences 
from Jesus’ 
life that they 
can identify 
with – e.g. 
choosing 
friends, being 
lost 
Ask questions 
about Jesus’ 
life. 
Talk about 
how the 

Devine, miracle, 
God, image, 
belief, 
Christianity/ 
Christians, 
disciples,  
 
Nativity, 
character, 
shepherd, wise 
men, manger, 
stable, inn, 
  

 KS1 
Nativity/ 
Christmas 
play 

A Christmas 
Story by 
Brian 
Wildsmith 
 
On Angel 
Wings by 
Michael 
Morpurgo  
 
Also other 
stories 
focussing on 
the different 



To know about the key people and events 
of the Nativity 
To understand that this is the focus of 
Christmas celebrations for Christians 
To understand that Christians believe that 
Jesus is the “Son of God”. 

- Identify elements of Christmas 
that are important to Christians 
- Begin to understand the symbols 
in the story. 

 

different 
people in his 
life (and at his 
birth) may 
have felt. 
 
Share 
experiences of 
Christmas and 
why this is 
important to 
them. 

characters in 
the Nativity. 

Art & DT To use drawing, painting and sculpture to 
develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination.  
 
Pupils should be taught about the work of 
a range of artists, craft makers and 
designers, describing the differences and 
similarities between different practices 
and disciplines, and making links to their 
own work. 

THE LANGUAGE OF ART  
Aim to enable the children to 
understand these terms; at this 
stage very few will be use these 
terms in their speech, but building 
recognition and re-call is an 
important step towards this. 
Style: the way a work of art looks 
(in literature, the way something 
has been written or sounds).  
Narrative: the word we use for a 
story in a work of art.  
Character: a word to refer to the 
main or important figures in a work 
of art or literature; but also a term 

to describe a type of figure or 
person, such as ‘hero’  
  
TALKING ABOUT PAINTINGS OF 
CHILDREN - help the children to 
verbalise what they observe about 
the depicted children, such as their 
status or relationship, how old they 
are, what are they doing, where 
they are and how might they be 
feeling (always referring back to 
things that can be seen). For 
example in: 
William Hogarth, The Graham 
Children, 1742 (National Gallery, 
London) 
Pieter Bruegel, Children’s Games, 
1560 (Kunsthistorisches Museum, 
Vienna) 
John Singer Sargent, Carnation, 
Lily, Lily, Rose, 1885-6 (Tate 
Britain, London) 
Gabriel Metsu, The Sick Child, 1660 
(Rijskmuseum, Amsterdam 
 

Produce 
creative work, 
exploring their 
ideas. 
 
Talk about 
what they see 
in a painting 
and relate this 
to their own 
experience.  
 
Begin to make 
comparisons 
with how 

different 
artists portray 
things in their 
art (children 
will most 
likely show 
this through 
their drawings 
rather than 
using 
language) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
DT – CONSTRUCTION/USING 
MATERIALS  

Evaluate which materials would be 
most suitable for making bird 
feeders. 

Use recycled materials to make a 
birdfeeder. Thinking how to ensure 
it is strong and fit for purpose. 

Design a card with a moving part, 
thinking how to make this move 
and what materials to use. 
 

(links to science and properties of 
materials) 

 

 
Materials, 
wood, metal, 
plastic, string, 
fabric, paper, 
card, texture, 
strong, bendy, 
flexible, 
support, 
purpose, 
suitable, 
evaluate, 
design, 
recycled, 
instructions, 
equipment 
 

 

 
DT – find the 
most suitable 
places to put our 
bird feeders 

The end product      
Whole class travel agent brochure of British Isles. 

British Christmas traditions – activities based on Christmas celebrations, with specific focus on how we celebrate in this country, including some that 

are specific to Scotland, Wales, or Northern Ireland. 
 

 
 


