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Parentmail – 2nd April 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

We are now approaching the end of our second week of 'lock down' and I hope that you are all doing okay from home, 

and most importantly, are staying fit and well. 

Our teachers have really enjoyed you taking advantage of the new email addresses to send through pictures of your 

children working from home. Some have been able to make a montage of these photos and publish them on the 

website under your class tabs and others have made nice reference to the children's contributions on the message 

board. Please keep your contributions coming; we all really miss having 'real' contact with the children and these lovely 

photos really bring a smile to everyone's faces and keep us motivated with distance learning.  

I would really like to take this opportunity to say a massive thank you to all the teachers at school. They really are 

taking an enormous amount of time thinking carefully about trying to get the tone of the activities just right for your 

young ones; we want to have activities which promote as much (age related!) independence as possible so that those 

of you working from home are able to do so but also provide you with tasks that are fun and engaging. It is going to be 

really important as time passes that we make a concerted effort to try to continue to keep things fresh for the children 

so that they continue to be interested and willing to take part. I am continuing to talk with the IT team at the GEP 

about new ways that we can safely connect the children to their teachers as we get more entrenched in this new world 

- watch this space for more things to come! 

Next week will be the start of the two week Easter break but we recognise that for many of you it will feel no different 

from this week - you will still have to work and there will be no opportunities to get the children out to do the normal 

things that would have occupied the holiday times. As a result we want to continue to support you in the best way that 

we can but to also mark, for the children, that the next two weeks are different from normal (so that they feel like they 

are having some sort of holiday). 

As a result, school will be open (for identified families - those that have been currently using the childcare at school – 

this will be strictly by invite only) so that we can continue to support our critical workers on the front line. This 

provision is going to run by 'Sports 4 kids' and information will follow individually to those families which qualify.  

For everyone else we have put together a pack of fun 'challenge type' activities that the children can do over the 

holiday, whatever the weather. We have designed these tasks to be accessible to any aged child in an effort to bring 

the siblings together, encouraging family participation where possible. We hope that this gives the children's days a 

focus whilst at the same time marking it as different and 'holiday'. You will find these tasks on your children's pages on 

the Student Learning Platform from Friday. Teachers are also going to provide one ‘learning style grid’ for the holiday  
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period should you wish to use this but there is no requirement to do so. We will be back up and running with maths 

and English tasks after Easter. 

I thank you whole heartedly for your continued support over this difficult time. Your warm personal emails of thanks 

have been very much appreciated. I hope that you continue to feel well supported by us at school. We all really miss 

seeing your lovely children in the classrooms each day. 

Happy Easter to you all - this year we should all eat chocolate (there are very few other pleasures left!). 

Kind regards, 

Amanda Pedder (Headteacher) 
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